Leading your children to Christ
is one of the most significant
things you can do as a parent.
In this guide you’ll find some helpful questions to
pose to your children as you prepare to lead them
to receive the gift of eternal salvation through Jesus
and the infilling of the Holy Spirit. You may be
wondering what age is the right age to lead your
children to Christ—there is no right age. It’s more
about the readiness of each child’s heart and their
ability to comprehend the weight of their decision
than it is about how many candles were on their
last birthday cake.

PRE-SALVATION PRAYER QUESTIONS
Your children need to understand several key truths in order
to put their faith in Jesus. They need to realize they need a
Savior, and they need to understand the importance of Jesus’
death and resurrection and what it means to live for Jesus.
To ensure your children grasp those concepts, you can open
a discussion about salvation by asking some or all of the
following questions.

1. Do you believe that Jesus died on the cross?
You can use Romans 5:8, Matthew 27, Mark 15, Luke 23, and/
or John 19 to show your children what the Bible says about
Jesus’ death on the cross.

2. Why did Jesus have to die on the cross?
If your children are unable to explain the necessity of the
cross, you can talk to them about sin separation. Here is a
brief outline you can follow:

Did you know that before Jesus died on the cross, there
was a big gap called “sin” that separated God’s people from
Him? [See John 14:6 and 1 Peter 3:18.] Sin is when we miss
the mark God has for us. Here’s an example of sin: God has
commanded us to love our neighbors as we love ourselves. If
we lie, cheat, or steal from our neighbor, we miss the mark.
Can you think of a time when you have sinned?
[Parents, consider sharing an age-appropriate time when
you sinned.]
We all sin [Rom. 3:23], and our sin separates us from God.
That breaks God’s heart because He wants to be near us! We
are His family! He knew He needed to give us a way to get sin
out of our lives and to bridge the gap between us and Him,
and He decided that Jesus would be that bridge!
[See 2 Corinthians 5:21 and Philippians 3:8–9.]
Jesus came to the earth as a little baby in the manger. He
never sinned, not even once, and when He was thirty-three
years old, He died on the cross. When He died, His blood
spilled out, and His blood is the very thing God needed to
wash away our sins. If Jesus hadn’t given His life for us on
the cross, our sin would have separated us from God forever.
[See Ephesians 1:7 and Hebrews 9:14, 22.]

3. Do you believe that Jesus rose again after dying
on the cross?
See Matthew 28:5–6 and Romans 10:9–10 for help discussing
the fact that Jesus not only died on the cross but also rose
again after being in the tomb for three days. Make sure your
children understand that Jesus’ resurrection was the sign
that He won the victory over sin. It also proved that God
was pleased with Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross and that it
was enough to wash away our sins so they would no longer
separate us from God.

4. What do you think it looks like to give your
whole life to Jesus?
It’s important for your children to grasp that salvation is not a
decision that only affects where they will spend eternity; it’s
also meant to affect each day they spend here on earth for the
rest of their lives. Tell your children that giving Jesus their life
means they are deciding to follow Him and His ways. You can
say,
“Giving your life to Jesus is saying He is the King of your
heart! You will no longer be the boss of your life; instead you
are giving Jesus control.” Consider using Matthew 6:33 and
Matthew 22:37 to discuss with your children the importance
of giving God their whole heart.

5. Did you know that today if you say with your
mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your
heart that God raised Him from the dead, you are
welcomed into the family of God?
You can tell your children the following: Romans 10:9–10 says
if you say with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in
your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will live
with Jesus in heaven forever. God will be your Father. Jesus
will be your Brother. And the Holy Spirit will be your Friend.
Mom will be your sister in Christ, and Dad will be your
brother in Christ! You won’t just be part of this family; you will
be part of the family of God!

6. Do you want to give your whole life to Jesus?
If your children answer yes, lead them in the salvation prayer
by having them repeat the following, or something similar,
after you.

PRAYER OF SALVATION

Dear God, I say with my mouth that Jesus
is Lord. Jesus is my Lord and my Savior.
I believe with all my heart that Jesus died
and that You raised Him from the dead.
His blood has washed away all my past
and future sins. I’m sorry for my sins. But
now sin no longer separates me from You.
Thank You for forgiving me. I give You my
life. Thank You for giving me a brand-new,
perfect spirit! Thank You for welcoming
me into the family of God. In Jesus’ name,
amen.
*Never force your children to pray this prayer. If they are
not ready to commit their lives to Jesus, do not be shocked,
appalled, or angry. This is a decision they have to make on
their own and in their own time. If you are unsure as to why
they do not want to make Jesus Lord of their lives, simply
ask them to help you understand. Respect their decision,
answer their questions, and continue to pray for them. Pray
that God’s kingdom would come and that His will would be
done in their life.

After Your Children Say Amen
Celebrate! Hug, laugh, cry, have cake, and rejoice! After all,
this is the greatest and most significant moment of their lives.
Let them know how proud you are of them, how happy Jesus
is to begin a relationship with them, and that the angels in
heaven are celebrating too!

Post-Salvation Questions
After your children have accepted Christ, use the following
questions to ensure they understand what happens next.
1. Did you know that you are made up of three parts?
You can tell your child the following: You are a spirit. Your
spirit lives in your body. And you have a mind—that’s where
your thoughts and feelings come from. [See 1 Thessalonians
5:23.]
Just now, when you prayed, something incredible happened
to your spirit! Your spirit was made new. Your old spirit died,
and a new spirit was born. And the new spirit that was born is
perfect. You get a fresh start, and all of your sins are washed
away. [See 2 Corinthians 5:17– 20.] Your new spirit can never
die. When your body dies, your spirit is what goes to heaven!
[See John 3:16.]

But what about your body? Does it look new? No, you didn’t
get a new body. You’ll get a new body in heaven.
What about your mind? Do you feel different? Does it seem
like you have different thoughts?No, you didn’t get a new
mind.
Your spirit is perfect right now, but your mind and body are
being made perfect. [See Hebrews 10:14.] In other words, you
will still make mistakes even though your spirit is new, but the
blood of Jesus has washed away every sin—all your past sins
and every sin you will ever commit in the future. We don’t
have to live a perfect life to get into heaven, because Jesus
lived a perfect life for us. [See Ephesians 2:8–9.] He made
your spirit perfect forever. You can’t mess up His perfect gift
of a perfect spirit!
2. Do you think that because Jesus has taken care of
all our future sins, we should sin whenever we want
and do whatever we want?
You can share with your child the following: Jesus gave His
life to free us from sin. Sin slows us down, hurts us, and stops
us from living the way God wants us to live. Just because
Jesus has already washed away our future sins doesn’t mean
we have a license to sin. We should not fall back into a trap
Jesus paid for us to get out of. Having the blood of Jesus
covering our sins means we get to live a life that honors God
every day in every way. [See 1 Peter 4:1–2.] When you do sin,
tell God you’re sorry that you hurt His heart, and He will help
you move on. [See 1 John 1:8–10.]

3. Since you received a brand-new spirit, what kind
of things do you think would help your
spirit grow?
Give your children some helpful hintsHere are a few ideas:
Read the Bible to make your thoughts new, go to church,
and spend time talking to God each day through prayer. Just
like a new baby needs food to grow, your new spirit needs
food! [See Matthew 4:4; Romans 12:2; 1 Thessalonians 5:17; 1
Timothy 4:7; Hebrews 10:25; and James 5:16.]

Leading Your Child to Receive the Baptism
in the Holy Spirit
The Holy Spirit is for kids too! Use the following questions to
lead your children in understanding how the Holy Spirit helps
us and how to receive the baptism in the Holy Spirit.
1. Do you think it might be hard to keep from sinning?
2. Would you like Jesus to walk with you and help you
every day?
3. Did you know that before Jesus went to heaven, He
told His disciples that He was sending a Helper for us?

Tell your children the following:
Jesus promised the Holy Spirit—a helper who could live inside
every person with a new spirit. He is someone who could
help us obey, teach us things about the Bible, comfort us, and
let us know when we are on the right track or when we are on
the wrong track. Jesus wants you to have the Holy Spirit living
inside you to be your Helper every single day. He also will
give you the boldness to resist temptation to sin, and to tell
others about Jesus. [See John 14:15–27 to discuss with your
child what the Holy Spirit does for us.]

4. Would you like the Holy Spirit to be
your Helper?
If he or she says yes, have your child repeat the following
prayer after you:

PRAYER TO RECEIVE THE BAPTISM IN THE
HOLY SPIRIT

Jesus, I ask You to fill me with the Holy
Spirit to help me obey You and to do Your
will for the rest of my life.
In Jesus name I pray, Amen.

If you would like to go further and teach your children about
the gifts the Holy Spirit gives, read 1 Corinthians 12.
Lastly, children hear what you say, but they believe what you
do. As you are one of the greatest influencers in your child’s
life, may they see you taking up your cross and living a life
that honors God in every area!
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